Village of Jonesville Local Development Finance Authority

 Minutes of August 17, 2011
Present:
Rick Schaerer, Robert Snow, Alan Symonds, Steve Harding, Chellie Broesamle, Manager Smith, Deputy Clerk Spahr, and Tim McLean
Absent:
Howard Houchen, Jon Beal, Pete Bertolini, Alan Symonds and Andy Welden


Also Present:
Sue Smith (EDP/SCMW!), Eric Macy (Nonik Technologies)
Due to a lack of a quorum at 7:30 A.M., Sue Smith, Director Hillsdale Economic Development Partnership and South Central Michigan Works Business Solutions Manager gave an update on economic development in the region.  Highlights included business calls/assistance to:  NEFCO, K&K Tannery, Jonesville Tool and Manufacturing, Jonesville Paper Tube, and Olivia’s Chop House.  Furthermore, a USDA-Rural Development revolving loan fund application has been approved which upon finalization will allow access to $230,000 for making joint loans with financial institutions.
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 A.M. by Chair R. Schaerer.  

New LDFA Board member Chellie Broesamle, JCS Superintendent, was introduced.  Deputy Clerk Spahr administered C. Broesamle’s oath of office. 

Motion by R. Snow and supported by C. Broesamle to approve the August 17, 2011 agenda.  All in favor, motion carried.

Motion by R. Snow and supported by A. Symonds to approve regular meeting minutes of April 20, 2011.  All in favor, motion carried.

There was no public comment.

Motion by R. Snow and supported by S. Harding to recommend to Council approval of a fifty-percent, twelve-year abatement for new investment pursuant to the Alphi Manufacturing, Inc. application for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate. All in favor, motion carried.

Manager Smith updated the Board on various FY11 activities that included: Reading Lane reconstruction, Gaige Street lighting completion, Industrial Park Sprinkler System under construction, additional principal payment on Water Tower bond to be paid November 1, 2011, and an agreement for digital image site plans for undeveloped industrial park lots.
Eric Macy, Nonik Technologies, updated the Board on the LDFA Fiber Initiative.  Macy reported that the project is not time sensitive relative to a build out.  The anticipated infrastructure build out cost would remain equivalent regardless of Reach-3MC project activity.  There is also an opportunity for Village Hall to serve as an anchor institution for the Reach-3MC project; this opportunity will be evaluated by Council at their September 2011 meeting.
Roundtable discussion included concerns over workforce availability and skill set.  C. Broesamle suggested consideration of a job fair with JHS seniors that were not pursuing college.
Meeting adjourned at 8:32 A.M.

Submitted by Village Manager Adam Smith
